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Analysis of the tongue characteristics of colon cancer patients during chemotherapy

LI Yan',LIANG Rong', WAN Dong-gui’, LI Pei-wen®
1. Department of diagnosis of Beijing university of TCM , Beijing 100029
2. TCM oncology , China-Japan friendship hospital , Beijing 100029

Abstract: Objective: To analyze the tongue characteristics of colon cancer patients during chemotherapy, in order to guide the TCM
treatment. Methods: 62 patients, tongue was collected respectively before or after chemotherapy by Canon digital camera, then to ana-
lyze the characteristics. Results: The purple tongue after chemotherapy, aceounting for 33.87% . Purple tongue would get worse after
chemotherapy. It was common that crimson tongue turned into purple after chemotherapy. after chemotherapy tongue with ecchymosis
and tooth-marked tongue gained advantage, accounting for 33.87% and 11.74% . Color and shape of tongue showed significant differ-
ence before and after chemotherapy (P<0.05, P<0.01). while greasy tongue coating 40.32% after chemotherapy. There was no
difference of tongue texture before and after chemotherapy (P >0.05) . Thick and light vellowish tongue coating gained advantage be-
fore and after chemotherapy. Thickness of middle tongue coating showed extremely significant difference (P<0.001). conclusion de-
ficiencies of Qi and blood stasis syndrome is commion in colon cancer patients after chemotherapy, it is helpful to tonify Qi and activat-
ing blood during chemotherapy.
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